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The Messiah 

MESSENGER 
MISSION: “Share God’s Love with All People” 

Pastor’s Message 
 
Pentecost Sunday, which celebrates the gift and work of the Holy Spirit, is May 31st. As     
recorded in Acts 2:1-21, the Holy Spirit comes upon the people gathered in Jerusalem and 
enables each of them to speak and understand their proclamations of God’s deeds of  
power. Each of us was gifted with the Holy Spirit at our baptism—and I have seen God’s 
deeds of power proclaimed and lived through Messiah and St. Stephen’s! The Holy Spirit 
has certainly been working in the midst of this COVID-19 pandemic. During this time, the 
Spirit has called forth new ministries—Council members calling to check on parishioners, 
soloists in worship, online meetings and devotions for spiritual growth,  and an even   
greater abundance of food to distribute through Saturday suppers.  Just as the Holy Spirit 
guided our discernment to close Messiah and St. Stephen’s during this pandemic, the Holy 
Spirit will guide us once again as we prayerfully consider when and how best to re-open 
the congregations.   
 
So, whenever you watch the worship service for May 31, wear your best Pentecost red and 
join us in giving thanks for the ongoing gifts and work of God’s Holy Spirit! 
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Steven  
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MESSIAH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Congregational Leadership Team Meeting via ZOOM 

May 11, 2020—7:00 pm 

Council Highlights… 

Present: Erich Fruehling, Alice Elstermeier, Brenda 
Kucera, Jill Lenners, Rick Stueven, Jim Elrod, Pastor 
Peeler. 
Absent: Jim Fandry.  
 
Call to Order/Agenda Approval: Erich Fruehling 
called the meeting to order and reviewed the agenda.  
Brenda Kucera moved to approve the agenda.     
Second by Rick Stueven. Motion Carried.  
 
Prayers and Correspondence: Prayer petitions 
were raised up by Pastor Peeler. Each petition was 
followed by a few moments of silent prayer. 
 
Financial Reports: Karen Niedfelt presented and 
discussed the financial reports. It was noted that 
weekly offerings have declined since we have been 
unable to meet at the church for services due to the 
COVID-19 virus. The unified offerings for the month 
of April and year to date were reported to be 
$14,479.70 and $65,143.70, respectively.  During this 
unprecedented time, contributions are still needed to 
carry on the work of the church. Offerings Messiah 
has been receiving have been mailed or dropped off 
at the church; it was also mentioned the Messiah 
youth could be called upon to pick up offerings from 
members. Karen Niedfelt has been asked to check 
with Synod on options for electronic giving.   
 
It was reported that during the month of April Messiah 
received significant donations to the Saturday Supper 
program from non-members of Messiah, as well as 
from our members, wanting to support this mission in 
our Church, especially at this time of community 
need. Messiah also applied for, and received, a 
$3,000 grant through the Covid-19 Community   
Compassion Fund to be used for Saturday Suppers. 
These funds have been depleted and Messiah will 
submit a request for a second grant.  
 
Committee Reports and Action Requests: There 
were no committee reports to review. 

Pastor Peeler reported: 
 There were 604 people served Saturday Supper 

on Saturday May 9th. 
 He’s been having weekly staff meetings. 
 Regularly checking in on Messiah’s home-bound 

members. 
 Tuesday has ZOOM meeting with other Pastors 

in our ELCA cluster. 
 Recommended Samson Collins to NE Synod 

Baccalaureate  
 
Old Business: Leonard Bialy Bike Clinic will be  
postponed, possibly until fall 2020. There were     
several bikes in good shape in the shed, and these 
have all found new homes. All that remains are a few 
bikes in need of repair. 
 

New Business 
 Jim Elrod asked about running an electrical line to 

the shed for either a refrigerator or freezer. Jim is 
applying for a grant that will purchase additional 
cold storage for Saturday Suppers. Rick Stueven 
will check with Dave Middleton on amperage and 
cost to run a line, and get the info to Jim within 
the next 2 weeks.     

 Rick Stueven is working with the contractor and 
insurance company on a new roof for the church.   

 
Next Regular Council Meeting: Monday June 8th at 
7 PM via ZOOM. At this time, we’ll discuss when to 
resume worship services, and make a plan for a 
smooth and safe transition.  
 
Adjournment/Lord’s Prayer: Jim Elrod moved to 
adjourn the meeting.  Second by Jill Lenners.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Brenda Kucera 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday—Thursday 8:30-3:30, Friday 8:30-12:00 

The church doors may be locked during office hours.  
Just knock at the north doors or press the button at the south doors,  

and someone will let you in. 
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WE PRAY FOR PEACE 
 

PRAYER TO OUR LORD 

FOR THE GRACE OF HEALING AND PROTECTION 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you travelled through towns and villages curing every disease and 

illness. At your command, the sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the midst 

of the global spread of the coronavirus, that we may experience your healing love. 

  

Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they regain their health and strength. 

  

Heal us from our fear, which prevents neighbors from helping one another. 

  

Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that 

knows no borders. 

  

Good Lord, healer of all, stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow. 

  

May those who have died from the virus rest in peace and rise in glory. 

  

Be with the families of those who are sick or have died. As they worry and grieve,   

defend them from illness and despair. 

  

Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals who seek to 

heal and help those affected and who put themselves at risk in the process. May they 

know your protection and peace. 

  

Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight to act with prudence and 

charity for the well-being of the people they are meant to serve. 

  

Stay with us, Lord, and grant us your peace. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

“Prayers Amidst Coronavirus Crisis”  The London Oratory, bromptonoratory.co.uk

 prayers-amidst-coronavirus-crisis 
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SATURDAY SUPPERS  
 

“Those who refresh others will themselves be refreshed.”  Proverbs 11:25 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church opens the door for a free meal every Saturday, 3:00-5:00 PM. 
 

Our Saturday Supper program continues to run with the implementation of certain safety             
precautions. Beginning at 3:00 pm and continuing until 5:0 pm, volunteers are handing out meals to 
go and delivering meals to the homebound. Updates will be posted on Messiah’s Facebook page.  
 
Your Contribution 
Thank you to all of our volunteers. Your help makes this ministry possible. We will always welcome 
more volunteers, to either help serve at the church or deliver to the homebound each Saturday. The 
sign up poster is downstairs in the Fellowship Hall, near the coffee. We are currently requesting 
more volunteers to help with delivery. This ministry also relies on monetary donations, which       
provide for a substantial part of the meal. If you would like to donate, just mark your donation 
“Saturday Suppers.” 
 
Saturday Suppers is not accepting clothes or miscellaneous items at this time. We do not 
currently need (or have the storage space for) the following items: 

 
No Adult Clothing 

No Children’s Clothing 
No Shoes 

No Miscellaneous Items 
 

St Francis Medical Center, Super Saver, Panera Bread, Hiland Dairy, Hy-Vee 
We are so grateful to all of these businesses, who provide supplies for the meals. With these     
supplies, and with your monetary donations, there is often enough food for take-outs.   
 
Thank you to our regular volunteers, 
 Captains:  Jim & Janice Elrod 
 Hosts: 2

nd
 Saturday: Nate and Danielle Helzer, Mike and Andrea Persampieri 

  5
th
 Saturday—Courtney Berg and the youth. 

 Clean Up:  Richard Lorance 
 
 

Thanks be to God—and thanks be to all who support Saturday Suppers! 
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Upcoming Schedule 
All worship services and gatherings of more than ten people at Messiah are cancelled until further notice. A 
calendar of events has been included in this Messenger. We will follow this calendar’s format once our     
ordinary schedule resumes. Until you hear from church leadership, assume that we will not be meeting. We 
will do our best to keep everyone informed through e-mail, One Call Now, and updates to our website and            
Facebook page. The church office will be keeping ordinary business hours, so please call if you have any 
questions. 
 

Stay Connected 
Worship Services—Video, Order of Worship, & Weekly Announcements 
Videos of our worship services will be uploaded to the Messiah Church website on Saturdays. Go to 
www.messiahgi.org to find a link to a video. Directly below the link to the video, you will find a link to a PDF 
document with announcements and an Order of Worship. If you would like to be mailed a hard copy of this 
document, please call the church office. 
 

Online Bible Study 
All youth and adults are invited to join in online Bible studies, using the YouVersion Bible app. Download the 
app and friend CourtneyDawn Berg to join in and stay connected. 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE SOMEONE TO PICK UP GROCERIES OR SUPPLIES, please call the Messiah Church office, 
and we will send someone to drop them off at your door. 
 

COVID-19 Response* 
With the outbreaks of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-
19) in the United States and around the world, our church 
and its leaders continue to  minister to its members, to 
those who are hurting and searching for peace, and to 
those in need. You can help the ministries of the ELCA by 
supporting your local congregation and making a gift to 
the ELCA’s COVID-19 Response Fund. Your donation will 
provide funds to the ministries of the ELCA most in need 
and best positioned to help. This includes our                 
congregations as well as local and churchwide ministries 
capable of reaching and assisting those in need. Additional 
resources for congregations and members regarding    
worship, stewardship and assistance programs are      
available at ELCA.org/PublicHealth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. “Re: [Seeds Monthly] Churches responding to COVID-19 .” Message 
 to Laura Gregory. 23 April 2020. Email. 

   

   We meet the 2nd Wednesday 

of each month at 

Farmer’s Daughter Café 

at 7:00 am 
 

We will not meet during the month of June. We look forward to 

sharing fellowship time with you again soon. Be safe! 
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YOUTH / FAITH FORMATION 

June 2020 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.                John 3:16 

 
Summer is here and as time goes on we find ourselves returning to a few activities that we were doing just a 
few months ago. Stores, parks, restaurants and churches will eventually begin to fill back up and then what?  
 

When I was younger my mother always told me never take my family or 
friends for granted, that I should always make time for family and never be 
too busy for friends. As time went on and I grew older, I quickly understood 
and appreciated the lesson she was teaching me. I guess you could say Covid-
19 has taught a similar lesson. I will take these past months and whatever lies 
ahead and see the world differently. I will notice & give thanks to the farmers, 
local business owner, waiter/waitress and the person stocking shelves at the 
grocery store just to name a few, believe me the list is long. 

 
Just like when I was younger the lesson is the same, slow down, don’t take time and people for granted. I 
pray for everyone that during this time of social distancing you have found ways to connect with family, 
friends & neighbors. Find time to go on walks and enjoy the sun on your face. Stay connected with your 
community through helping others. Sit down with your Bible and let God in, so the devil has to work over-
time to try and enter. I look forward to seeing you all soon! 
 
Blessings, Courtney 

We are pleased to announce the winners of the 2020 
Messiah Lutheran Church Scholarship: 

Miranda Pospisil 
Morgann Pospisil 

 
Congratulations! 
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Messiah Women 
 

As we enter into a new month, things haven’t changed much. We are still practicing social distancing, and 
most stores are closed or have limited hours. Messiah has been closed for services, but has been able to   
record a weekly service to be viewed on the website and on Facebook. Thank you Pastor Steven for providing 
ministry for us during this pandemic. 
 
June’s lesson starts a three part series entitled “What’s Love got to do with it?” Session one, “Just Love,” is 
about the family. Some Christians often believe that if we had enough love, we would be able to solve the 
world’s problems. But our insufficient love has not been the only thing keeping our world from being what 
God wants it to be. This first lesson spends time on what happens when a loved one has disappointed us.  
Remember that we are never alone as we seek to make our world reflect God’s vision of just love. God is  
always with us. We all hope we will be able to open up our church to weekly services again soon. Being in 
God’s house brings some relief to all our worries and puts our hearts at ease. We will have to continue our 
social distancing. This is a new normal for all of us, and a reminder that we all need to put our lives in God’s 
hands. 
 
Closing in prayer: 
Dear Father, we thank you for being a God of love and justice. Open our hearts and minds and spirits to the 
wisdom of your love. Grant us new insight for our lives as we struggle forward in this time of conflict and 
challenge. Amen. 
 
Stay safe. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lorraine Jensen, Secretary 

 

Messiah Lutheran would like to honor all graduating seniors, 
including our own 

Samson Collins  
Zachary Kneale 

Ryan Wiese 
 

Congratulations! 
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  Treasurer's Report   

  Messiah Lutheran Church   

  April for Fiscal Year 2020   

  Responsibility: All   

  Fund: 01 - General Fund   

      

  April Actual 
Year to Date 

Actual 
Year to Date 

Budget 

Remaining 
Budget 

Income      

01. Weekly Offerings  $  14,479.70  $  65,143.70   

02. Special Service  $              -  $                -   

03. Cash Reserved Used  $  2,929.67  $ (9,044.96)   

 Total Income  $  17,409.37  $  56,098.74 0.00 0.00 

      

Expense     

01. Mission Share $830.84 $3,257.27 $12,000.00 $8,742.73 

02. Building & Property $733.39 $2,045.58 $12,000.00 $9,954.42 

03. Facility Operation $2,580.69 $12,596.11 $53,250.00 $40,653.89 

04. Worship $1,008.84 $3,572.44 $10,537.00 $6,964.56 

05. Learning $1.73 $114.00 $2,170.00 $2,056.00 

06. Witness $0.00 $154.68 $900.00 $745.32 

07. Service $675.00 $74.30 $3,350.00 $3,275.70 

08. Stewardship $0.00 $0.00 $775.00 $775.00 

09. Administration $3,198.97 $12,927.03 $39,442.00 $26,514.97 

10. Pastoral $7,882.93 $18,750.77 $93,023.00 $74,272.23 

11. Family Life/Youth Ministry $496.98 $2,606.56 $8,264.00 $5,657.44 

 Total Expenses $17,409.37 $56,098.74 $235,711.00 $179,612.26 

      

 Income Less Expense  $        0.00  $           0.00     

      

      

      

Beginning balance of cash reserve 01/01/20 $132,239.38   

Plus year to date net income $9,044.96   

Ending balance of cash reserve 04/30/2020 $141,284.34   

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday—Thursday 8:30-3:30, Friday 8:30-12:00 

The church doors may be locked during office hours.  
Just knock at the north doors or press the button at the south doors,  

and someone will let you in. 
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SUMMARY OF UNIFIED OFFERINGS RECEIVED YEAR TO DATE  
THROUGH APRIL 2020 

       

Month Total Offerings YTD Weekly Average Weeks    

       

January 20,339.00 5,085.00 4    

February 16,573.00 4,614.00 4    

March 13,752.00 3,897.00 5    

April 14,480.00 3,832.00 4    

       

YTD 65,144.00 3,832.00 17    

       

BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 2020 

       

The Budget presented and approved at the Annual Meeting was $235,711.00. 

       

Average weekly offerings of $4,533 were required in order to meet the budget for 2020. 
Year to date weekly offerings through April (17 weeks) averaged $3,831 for a shortfall of 
$12,000 year to date. 

 

UNIFIED OFFERINGS YEAR TO DATE 

       

Average Weekly Offerings to Date 2020    3,831.00  

Average Weekly Offerings Needed for Budget    4,533.00  

       

Average Weekly Offerings Needed for Remainder of the Year    4,874.00  

YEAR TO DATE FINANCES 
    
 Unified:  $            65,143.70 
    

 Less Expenses:  $            56,098.74 

    
 Net Income:  $              9,044.96 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday—Thursday 8:30-3:30, Friday 8:30-12:00 

The church doors may be locked during office hours.  
Just knock at the north doors or press the button at the south doors,  

and someone will let you in. 
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HOW TO PLANT a GARDEN  
of HAPPINESS 

 
First, plant 5 rows of P’s 

Prayer, Promptness, Politeness, 
Perseverance, Purity  

Next, plant 3 rows of Squash 
Squash gossip, Squash indifference, and Squash criticism. 

Then, plant 5 rows of Lettuce 
Let us be faithful to duty 

Let us be unselfish 
Let us be truthful 
Let us love Christ 

Let us love one another. 
No garden is complete without Turnips 

Turn up for church 
Turn up with a smile 

Turn up with new ideas 
Turn up with a new member 

Turn up with determination to make everything count 
for something good and worthwhile. 
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Web Site: www.messiahgi.org  
Email: messiah@gionline.net  
Office Phone: 308-382-3471  
Shared Ministry: Messiah Lutheran  
St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Saturday Suppers served 3:00-5:30 

 
 
 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday Morning Worship: 8:30AM at Messiah 
Coffee Fellowship: 9:30AM 
Youth Forum, Adult Bible Study: 9:40 AM  
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:00AM at St. Stephen’s 
Sandwich Sunday: 11:30 am at St. Stephen’s 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

Military and Families: Gabe Rother, Levi Schutz, 
Tim Gregory 
Tiffany Square: Leola Gosda, Lois Helgason,   
Esther Rosacker 
Primrose: Myrtle Raile, Marge Roberts, Darlene 
Schultz 
Riverside Lodge: Helen Boysen, Sylvia Happold, 
Art & Gerri Stelk,  
Heritage at Sagewood: Victor Gosda, Dan & Lois 
Niemoth, Lois Redman 
Lebensraum: Joan Head, Ellen Schritt, Carroll 
Rauert 
 

*  *  *  * 
Funerals: 

Doniel R.B. Reher 
February 22, 1922-March 29, 2020 

Celebration of Life to be held at a later date. 
 

June A. Franzen 
June 1, 1921-April 25, 2020 

Celebration of Life held April 29, 2020 
Serving the Family: All Faiths Funeral Home 
Memorial Service to be held at a later date. 

 

Orva B. Samuelson 
January 19, 1925—May 21, 2020 

Celebration of Life held May 27, 2020 
Serving the Family: All Faiths Funeral Home 

 

MESSIAH STAFF 
 

Shared Ministry: Pastor Steven Peeler 
Director of Family Life Ministry: Courtney Berg 
Parish Administrator: Laura Gregory 
Finances: Gary Phillips Bookkeeping Service 
Custodian: Lorraine Jensen 
Organists: Jared Hansen & Lorraine Kohtz  
Wedding Coordinator: Lorraine Kohtz 
 

COUNCIL 
 

Erich Fruehling: President, Personnel,            
Endowment 
Jill Lenners: VP, Outreach  
Brenda Kucera: Secretary, Social Ministry, 
Scholarship 
Jim Elrod: Christian Education 
Alice Elstermeier: Memorial 
Jim Fandry: Property 
Rick Stueven: Property 
 

M E S S I A H  E V A N G E L I C A L   L U T H E R A N   C H U R C H   
122 W. 7th Street, Grand Island, NE 68801-4323 

OFFICE HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30-4:00, Friday 8:30 to Noon 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATES—If you have changed phone numbers, email 
address, etc., please let the church office know. We want to keep this 
information current so we can stay in touch with you all. 

*DEADLINE for bulletin announcements is Thursday morning each week. 
*DEADLINE for the Messenger is the 20

th
 of each month! 

*COMMITTEES WILL MEET the 1
st 

Tuesday of each month.  
*CHURCH COUNCIL WILL MEET the 2

nd
 Monday of each month.  

*BAPTISMS are to be scheduled with a pastor. 
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June  2020 

MESSENGER FROM MESSIAH 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

122 W. 7th Street 

Grand Island, NE 68801-4323 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 

  3:   Courtney Berg, Noah Hongsermeier 

  4:   Ryan Witt 

  5:   Karla Fandry, Annette Smith,  

        Gary Tank 

  7:   Julie Trautman, Ann Beckmann 

10:   Tyler Collins, Tom Collins 

11:   Elias Amundson 

12:   Shirley Brodman, Kinley Hartwig 

14:   Austin English 

17:   Emily & Ethan Engelhardt 

19:   Michelle Sanders 

21:   Catherine Cochnar, Lorraine Tagge, 

        Linda Semm 

22:   Allen Quandt, Braden Collins 

23:   Marti Lacy 

25:   Dave Reimers 

26:   Shelley Ostermeier 

29:   Jim Elrod, Judy Tank, Callie Collins 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
  

 4:   Ralph & Dixie Engelhart  1960 

 9:   Gary & Linda Wegner  1978 

10:  Darrel & Myrna Davis  1963 

11:  Dave & Tina Benson  1983 

13:  Myles & Ivie Butt  2015 

18:  Bob & Denise Baker  1983 

19:  Richard & Barbara Lorance 1999 

27:  Wilbur & Connie Johnson 1964 

       Michael & Michelle Kneale  1992 
 

 

June 


