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The Messiah 

MESSENGER 
MISSION: “Share God’s Love with All People” 

Pastor’s Message 
 
They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us 
on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?”           Luke 24:32 
 
The ‘Road to Emmaus’ story is one of my favorite stories in the Gospels. It is a story filled 
with raw, human emotion; the unexpected and sometimes hidden presence of Christ; the 
power of the resurrection; transformed lives; the Easter story; a fellowship meal; and  
burning hearts. I loved preaching the Emmaus story on the weekend of April 26! That same 
weekend my son, Andrew, was with me and witnessed (from the parsonage) the Saturday 
Supper ministry. He was amazed at the line of cars that stretched around the block and 
church facility; the food; and all the volunteers distributing food. Later that evening he 
said, “It warms my heart to see all that food going out!” With that simple phrase, I had   
another road to Emmaus experience with my nine-year old Andrew. He saw the power of 
Christ at work through Messiah and St. Stephen’s! His heart was burning too! Thank you 
for all the ways you continue to do ministry through this pandemic. This ‘road’ is not easy 
and we are not through with the pandemic yet. Yet, there continue to be Emmaus           
moments that show us with new eyes that God is indeed at work in the world through us 
in this difficult time. I am proud of you, Messiah and St. Stephen’s! Thank you for giving   
Andrew the best kind of heartburn!   
 
In Christ,  
 
Pastor Steven  
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SATURDAY SUPPERS  
“Those who refresh others will themselves be refreshed.”  Proverbs 11:25 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church opens the door for a free meal every Saturday, 3:00-5:30 PM. 
 

Our Saturday Supper program continues to run with the implementation of certain safety             
precautions. Beginning at 3:00 pm (rather than the usual 4:30) and continuing until 5:30 pm,        
volunteers are handing out meals to go and delivering meals to the homebound. Updates will be 
posted on Messiah’s Facebook page.  
 

Your Contribution 
Thank you to all of our volunteers. Your help makes this ministry possible. We will always welcome 
more volunteers, to either help serve at the church or deliver to the homebound 3 PM—5 PM each 
Saturday. The sign up poster is downstairs in the Fellowship Hall, near the coffee. We are currently 
requesting more volunteers to help deliver meals to those who are homebound. This ministry also 
relies on monetary donations, which provide for a substantial part of the meal. If you would like to 
donate, just mark your donation “Saturday Suppers.” 
 

Saturday Suppers is accepting Adult Clothing Only 
No Children’s Clothing 

No Shoes 
No Miscellaneous Items 

 

St Francis Medical Center, Super Saver, Panera Bread, Hiland Dairy, Hy-Vee 
We are so grateful to all of these businesses, who provide supplies for the meals. With these     
supplies, and with your monetary donations, there is often enough food for take-outs.   
 

Thank you to our regular volunteers, 
 Captains:  Jim & Janice Elrod 
 Hosts: 2

nd
 Saturday: Nate and Danielle Helzer, Mike and Andrea Persampieri 

  5
th
 Saturday—Courtney Berg and the youth. 

 Clean Up:  Richard Lorance 
 

Thanks be to God—and thanks be to all who support Saturday Suppers! 

 

WE PRAY FOR PEACE 
 

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God.  

Philippians 4:6 (NRSV) 
 
Almighty and all-knowing Lord, Healer, Comforter, and Creator of all good things, it is difficult for us 
not to worry. Our minds seem to be fueled by anxiety and irritability, and we are overwhelmed by 
fear and anticipation over a future we cannot control. Help us to remember that You are always in 
control. Remind us to take our concerns to you, so that our thoughts may be fueled by          
thanksgiving, and our actions may be taken with the loving purpose of serving your people and   
doing your will. We ask this in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Change in Plans 

 

All worship services and gatherings of more than ten people at Messiah are cancelled until further notice. A 
calendar of events has been included in this Messenger. We will follow this calendar’s format once ordinary 
schedule resumes. Until you hear from church leadership, assume that we will not be meeting. We will do 
our best to keep everyone informed through e-mail, One Call Now, and updates to our website and Facebook 
page. The church office will be keeping ordinary business hours, so please call if you have any questions. 

 
Stay Connected 

 

Worship Services—Video & Order of Worship 
Videos of our worship services will be uploaded to the Messiah Church website on Saturdays. Go to 
www.messiahgi.org to find a link to a video. Directly below the link to the video, you will find a link to a PDF 
document with announcements and an Order of Worship. If you would like to be mailed a hard copy of this 
document, please call the church office. 
 
Daily Devotional 
Also on the Messiah website homepage is a link to a Devotional written by ELCA ministers, entitled 
“Pandemic Hope: A Family Devotional for Life during COVID-19.” This devotional contains eight weeks of   
activities and Scripture readings. Call the church office if you would like to receive a hard copy. 
 
Online Bible Study 
All youth and adults are invited to join in online Bible studies, using the YouVersion Bible app. Download the 
app and friend CourtneyDawn Berg to join in and stay connected. 
 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE SOMEONE TO PICK UP GROCERIES OR SUPPLIES, please call the Messiah Church office, 
and we will send someone to drop them off at your door. 

Important Notice: 
After prayerful discernment, the 2020 Synod Assembly Gathering  

is canceled in response to the recent COVID-19 health crisis. 
 

Registration fees will be refunded in early May. 

   
    

We meet the 2nd Wednesday 

of each month at 

Farmer’s Daughter Café 

at 7:00 am 
 

 

We will not meet during the month of May 

We look forward to sharing fellowship time 

with you again soon. Be safe! 
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COVID-19 Response 
With the outbreaks of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-
19) in the United States and around the world, our church 
and its leaders continue to minister to its members, to 
those who are hurting and searching for peace, and to 
those in need. You can help the ministries of the ELCA by 
supporting your local congregation and making a gift to 
the ELCA’s COVID-19 Response Fund. Your donation will 
provide funds to the ministries of the ELCA most in need 
and best positioned to help. This includes our                 
congregations as well as local and churchwide ministries 
capable of reaching and assisting those in need. Additional 
resources for congregations and members regarding    
worship, stewardship and assistance programs are      
available at ELCA.org/PublicHealth. 

 

Living Lutheran: “Meeting an unprecedented moment” 
As the world has grappled with COVID-19, the ELCA has sought new ways to meet this unique cultural mo-
ment, engaging members in worship and faith formation through innovative means. Congregations have 
adapted their services with new programs such as drive-in worship, Zoom call worship gatherings, family Bi-
ble-study sessions on Facebook live and so many more. More than ever, people need to hear that perfect 
love, which is God, casts out fear. Read more about the extraordinary ways ELCA congregations are staying 
connected during this time. 
 

“Social Message on Government and Civic  
Engagement: Discipleship in a Democracy” 

The ELCA is preparing a social message on              
government and civic engagement. From March 20 
to May 27, you are invited to provide feedback on 
how to strengthen the draft of the message. 
 

The draft “Social Message on Government and Civic            
Engagement: Discipleship in a Democracy” is          
available here. To offer feedback, please fill out the 
survey. You may also choose to email comments to 
draftsocialmessage@elca.org. In light of the feed-
back, the message draft will be revised and present-
ed to the ELCA Church Council for a vote in June. 
 
 
*Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. “Re: [Seeds Monthly] Churches responding to COVID-19 .” Message 
 to Laura Gregory. 23 April 2020. Email. 
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YOUTH / FAITH FORMATION 

May 2020 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.                 John 3:16 

 

Wow, what a crazy, confusing, whirlwind of about 30 days we have had, and I have a feeling it is not over yet. 
COVID-19 has turned our lives upside down in a matter of moments like nothing I have ever experienced   
before. We went from a society of color-coded calendars to cleared calendars in a matter of hours. Families 
that passed each other throughout the week are now having game nights & eating dinner together around 
the table.  
 

Sure, these last 30 days or so have not been easy. Homes have been hit with hard-
ships: sickness, financial troubles, and unfortunately problems that the Devil will 
make sure are there again tomorrow but GOD will make sure we are there to bring 
light to those people. The same light that I see at Saturday Suppers, the same light  
that I see in the doctors, the same light that I see in our youth, the same light that I 
see in our ministers. GOD will equip us to be what he needs us to be! Stay connected. 
Reach out to one another! God bless. 

 

Blessings, Courtney 
 

Messiah Women 
Messiah Women did not meet during the month of April. The COVID-19 pandemic is still limiting gatherings 
at church and in other places. Our lesson for April is the fourth in a series entitled “Called to Serve.” In this 
session we discuss the communal dimensions of God’s call. The idea of a “calling network” is a great way to 
think about the fact that God’s call is both individual and communal. This lesson recounts how the disciples 
chose a replacement for Judas by casting lots (Acts 1:15-26). The disciples nominated two candidates and, by 
casting lots, chose Matthias. This example shows that God can provide qualified leaders in today’s Christian 
community.  
 

The next discussion was about the woman at the well (John 4:7-15, 27-30, 39-42).These are all verses about 
how people can come to faith. The next discussion was about Paul’s call to follow Jesus. Paul persecuted 
Christians, but came to believe in Christ himself. Jesus’ first disciples were Jewish. After they came to believe 
in Jesus as the Messiah, they realized they were part of a movement that required new insights and         
commitments. 
 

Through all these Bible studies, we are invited to respond to God’s call of faith and service. There was also 
discussion on the call for women to ministry and service. Jesus is clear that the Gospel is not for insiders, but 
everyone. I urge all women to read and study this month’s lesson, provided in April’s issue of the “Gather” 
magazine. At least read the Bible verses listed. 
 

WELCA ladies sent greeting cards to all residents and staff at Lebensraum for 
Easter. We hope that everyone had a blessed Easter. Thank you cards were also 
sent to the fire department, grocery stores, and the hospital for the extra work 
they are putting in. Let’s share our faith with all that we meet, call our family 
members and neighbors often, and check on everyone we can during this    
stressful time. Dear God, open our arms to your word and show our faith to all. 
Go in peace and please stay safe. God’s blessings to all. Hope to see you next 
month. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Lorraine Jensen, Secretary 
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OFFICE HOURS 
Monday—Thursday 8:30-3:30, Friday 8:30-12:00 

The church doors may be locked during office hours.  
Just knock at the north doors or press the button at the south doors,  

and someone will let you in.  

  Treasurer's Report   

  Messiah Lutheran Church   

  March for Fiscal Year 2020   

  Responsibility: All   

  Fund: 01 - General Fund   

      

  March Actual 

Year to Date 

Actual 

Year to Date 

Budget 

Remaining 

Budget 

Income      

01. Weekly Offerings  $      13,752.50   $   50,664.00    

02. Special Service  $                     -     $                  -      

03. Cash Reserved Used  $        4,118.99   $  (11,974.64)   

 Total Income  $      17,871.49   $   38,689.36  0.00 0.00 

      

Expense     

01. Mission Share $580.78 $2,426.43 $12,000.00 $9,573.57 

02. Building & Property $710.63 $1,312.19 $12,000.00 $10,687.81 

03. Facility Operation $3,128.16 $10,015.42 $53,250.00 $43,234.58 

04. Worship $1,219.20 $2,563.60 $10,537.00 $7,973.40 

05. Learning $112.27 $112.27 $2,170.00 $2,057.73 

06. Witness -$190.08 $154.68 $900.00 $745.32 

07. Service -$47.70 -$600.70 $3,350.00 $3,950.70 

08. Stewardship $0.00 $0.00 $775.00 $775.00 

09. Administration $4,214.40 $9,728.06 $39,442.00 $29,713.94 

10. Pastoral $7,610.97 $10,867.84 $93,023.00 $82,155.16 

11. Family Life/Youth Ministry $532.86 $2,109.57 $8,264.00 $6,154.43 

 Total Expenses $17,871.49 $38,689.36 $235,711.00 $197,021.64 

      

 Income Less Expense  $            (0.00)  $             0.00      

      

      

      

Beginning balance of cash reserve 01/01/2020 $132,239.38   

Plus year to date net income $11,974.64   

Ending balance of cash reserve 03/31/2020 $144,214.02   
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Web Site: www.messiahgi.org  
Email: messiah@gionline.net  
Office Phone: 308-382-3471  
Shared Ministry: Messiah Lutheran  
St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Saturday Suppers served 3:00-5:30 

 
 
 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday Morning Worship: 8:30AM at Messiah 
Coffee Fellowship: 9:30AM 
Youth Forum, Adult Bible Study: 9:40 AM  
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:00AM at St. Stephen’s 
Sandwich Sunday: 11:30 am at St. Stephen’s 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

Military and Families: Gabe Rother, Levi Schutz, 
Tim Gregory 
Tiffany Square: Leola Gosda, Lois Helgason,   
Esther Rosacker 
Primrose: Myrtle Raile, Marge Roberts, Darlene 
Schultz 
Riverside Lodge: Helen Boysen, Sylvia Happold, 
Art & Gerri Stelk,  
Heritage at Sagewood: Victor Gosda, Dan & Lois 
Niemoth, Lois Redman 
Lebensraum: Joan Head, Ellen Schritt, Carroll 
Rauert 
 

*  *  *  * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MESSIAH STAFF 
 

Shared Ministry: Pastor Steven Peeler 
Director of Family Life Ministry: Courtney Berg 
Parish Administrator: Laura Gregory 
Finances: Gary Phillips Bookkeeping Service 
Custodian: Lorraine Jensen 
Organists: Jared Hansen & Lorraine Kohtz  
Wedding Coordinator: Lorraine Kohtz 
 

COUNCIL 
 

Erich Fruehling: President, Personnel,            
Endowment 
Jill Lenners: VP, Outreach  
Brenda Kucera: Secretary, Social Ministry, 
Scholarship 
Jim Elrod: Christian Education 
Alice Elstermeier: Memorial 
Jim Fandry: Property 
Rick Stueven: Property 
 

M E S S I A H  E V A N G E L I C A L   L U T H E R A N   C H U R C H   
122 W. 7th Street, Grand Island, NE 68801-4323 

OFFICE HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30-4:00, Friday 8:30 to Noon 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATES—If you have changed phone numbers, email 
address, etc., please let the church office know. We want to keep this 
information current so we can stay in touch with you all. 

*DEADLINE for bulletin announcements is Thursday morning each week. 
*DEADLINE for the Messenger is the 20

th
 of each month! 

*COMMITTEES WILL MEET the 1
st 

Tuesday of each month.  
*CHURCH COUNCIL WILL MEET the 2

nd
 Monday of each month.  

*BAPTISMS are to be scheduled with a pastor. 
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May 2020 

MESSENGER FROM MESSIAH 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

122 W. 7th Street 

Grand Island, NE 68801-4323 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 

  1. Jenna Grenier 

  2. Donna Andersen, Eric Phillips,  

      Glenn Frerichs, 

      Patrick Callihan, Kayla Bornemeier,  

      Maelee Grenier 

  5. Winnie Alexander, Victor Gosda 

  6. Braxton Harmon 

  9. James Ostermeier, Taylan Lilienthal 

11. Bob Krohn, Patty Calhoon,  

      Presley Lilienthal 

13. Bryce Koch 

14. Leola Gosda 

15. Lynell Ostermeier, Theodore Schutz 

16. Al Sowl 

18. Jim Ross 

20. Larry Bolles 

21. Barb English, Perry Schutz     

23. Ken Kuehner                

24. Richard Lorance  

25. Robert Sperling, Kyla Lilienthal 

26. Jay Anderson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

28. Kevin Paulsen 

30. Gary Mettenbrink, Julie Reimers 

31. Chris Cochnar, Deborah Thompson  

 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

  4:  Jack & Karen Beckmann          1985 

14:  Don & Jeanie Olson          1962 

18:  Bryce & Betty Rother          1958 

        Duane & Pat Scheel           1975 

21:   DJ & Tara Martinez           2016 

        Mark & Deena Speer          1983 

23:  Art & Gerri Stelk           1954 

       Tom & Michelle Sanders          1992 

27: Donavon & Nicole Anson          2006 
 

May 
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