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Pastor’s Message
Dear Messiah and St. Stephen’s Family,
Sunday, November 1 is All Saints Sunday! On this Sunday we give thanks
for the saints of God who have died in the faith, those living today, and the
generations of saints to come after us. The first Sunday of November is
devoted not to specific saints, but to all saints. One reason we remember
the saints is precisely because they were stewards of God’s grace while
among us. We remember that God was faithful with them in the same way
God is now faithful with us. This is an important time to remember the
degree to which the life of the church in its current form is built up by the
saints who have gone before us and now rest in Christ. We remember
those who have completed their baptismal journey. We celebrate being
knit together with them in Christ who has conquered death. We look to the
saints and see the works of God shining in and through them. All Saints
Day celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who are the
body of Christ!
Thank you for the many ways you are the saints of God!
Pastor Steven

MESSIAH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Congregational Leadership Team Meeting
October 12th, 2020—7:00 pm
Council Highlights…

New Business

Present: Erich Fruehling, Alice Elstermeier, Brenda 
Kucera, Rick Stueven, Jim Elrod, Jim Fandry, Pastor
Steven. Absent: Jill Lenners.

Property—Gutters, Sanctuary Wall. Alice asked
that the property committee check for mold in an
area near where the sanctuary wall was repaired.



The window to Pastor’s office needs to be
replaced. Jim Fandry will get bids for replacing it.

Call to Order / Agenda Approval: Erich Fruehling
called the meeting to order and reviewed the agenda.
Pastor Steven requested to add to new business 
“Bishop and New COVID Recommendation.” Rick
Stueven requested to add to new business: “Review
Grant Process.”
Devotions: Pastor Steven read Isaiah 45:1-72.
Prayers and Correspondence: Erich Fruehling raised
up prayers for Stu Kucera and Jill Lenners, and his
friends Mary Rose, and Bill.
Financial Reports: Presented by Karen Niedfelt.
Highlights: Unified Offering = $20,796.90. YTD =
154,768.45. Unified Weekly Average = $3,968.81,

average needed weekly to year end = $6,225.18. Net
Loss = $4,524.51. Endowment Funds = $503,762.95.
Jim Elrod moved to approve reports. Second by Rick
Stueven. Carried.



We talked about incorporating Spanish into
Sunday’s bulletins, and possibly hiring a
translator. We’ll start exploring how to get our
Sunday materials translated.



Pastor Steven presented a letter from Bishop
Maas with recommendations regarding how
worship and ministry will move forward with
COVID-19.

Applicant completes a paper form request. Judy 
Humiston and Randy Stueven review the form for
approval.
Jim Elrod signs off and hands off the application
form to Karen Niedfelt, who takes care of the
funds distribution.

We discussed a request from Kathy Leschinsky
about her ukulele group, who’d like to perform
special music for a worship service. Following
discussion, Rick Stueven moved that if the group
would like to perform, they must wear masks,
even if they do not sing. Second by Erich
Fruehling. Carried.

The CARES ACT funds are due to be deposited in a
bank account by Friday 10-16-20. Karen Niedfelt and
Jim Elrod reviewed the process:


We discussed people from the Mormon Church
helping with Saturday Suppers, wearing clothes
identifying them as Mormon missionaries. Pastor
Meysing and Bishop Maas were contacted to
weigh in on a decision. We don’t want to exclude
anyone who wants to help. We decided to adopt
this statement: “Any organization that does not
represent Trinitarian Christian belief should not
wear identifying clothing to show their
representation.” In other words, if the Mormon
missionaries want to help they can, but they need
to wear street clothes, and they cannot use this as
a platform for their mission work.

The funds from the CARES ACT need to be used by
Dec. 30th or unused funds will be forfeited. Erich
Next Regular Council Meeting: Monday, November
Fruehling moved to approve the application review th
9 at 7:00 pm. Brenda Kucera will give devotions.
process. Second by Jim Elrod. Carried.
Adjournment/Lord’s Prayer: Following the Lord’s
Jim Elrod brought up a $6000 Compassion Grant that
Prayer, the meeting was adjourned.
Saturday Suppers has received from Heartland Food
Bank in Omaha.
Respectfully submitted, Brenda Kucera

SATURDAY SUPPERS
“Those who refresh others will themselves be refreshed.” Proverbs 11:25

Messiah Lutheran Church opens the door for a free meal every Saturday, 3:00-4:30 PM.

Our Saturday Supper program runs with the implementation of certain safety precautions. From
3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., volunteers hand out meals to go and deliver meals to the homebound. We
are now also providing meat, produce, and dairy products in the parking lot on the north side of the
church building. Updates are posted regularly on Messiah’s Facebook page.
Your Contribution
Thank you to all of our volunteers and donors! We will always welcome more volunteers to serve at
the church or deliver to the homebound. We encourage all people to consider their health and
safety and the health and safety of others when considering how to best serve this ministry during
this pandemic. This ministry also relies on monetary donations, which provide for a substantial part
of the meals. If you would like to donate, just mark your donation “Saturday Suppers.”
Messiah’s Saturday Supper Coat Drive will begin on November 14 th. One of our volunteers will be
monitoring coat distribution in the parking lot on the north side of the church, Saturdays 3:00—4:00
p.m. We are providing one coat per person, and signatures will be required. The drive will continue
until we run out of coats.
Saturday Suppers is currently accepting the following items:
Plastic Bags
Egg Cartons
No Adult Clothing,
No Children’s Clothing
No Shoes
No Miscellaneous Items
St Francis Medical Center, JBS Swift, Super Saver (both stores), Panera Bread, Hiland Dairy,
Hy-Vee, Big Apple Bagels—We are so grateful to these local businesses for providing supplies for
the meals. These supplies, along with your monetary contributions, make take-out meals possible.
Thank you to our regular volunteers,
Captains: Jim & Janice Elrod
Hosts: 5th Saturday—Courtney Berg and the youth.
Clean Up: Richard Lorance
Thanks be to God—and thanks to all who support Saturday Suppers!

Dear Friends in Christ:
Much has happened since I last communicated with you about worship and ministry in this continuing time of
pandemic. We experience constant change in public health developments and in individual expectations,
which is stressful in the best of circumstances. I give thanks to God for you and the grace, patience and
concern you share with Jesus himself in his concern for the most vulnerable. That practice will continue to be
important as we head into fall flu season and the potential for renewed spread of the virus.
Your diligence in practicing safe gathering has prevented COVID-19 outbreaks in our congregations, which has
not been the case among all denominations in the state. It’s hard to see the infections and death that don’t
happen, but your care is sparing suffering and saving lives.
As we all clamor to return to indoor in-person worship and its familiar practices, the increase in infection
rates in outstate and rural areas reminds us how important it is to be vigilant in our ongoing safe practices.
Another tool has become available to help your leaders make decisions about when and how to do just that.
This
website:
https://public.tableau.com/profile/healthynebraska#!/vizhome/NebraskaCountyCOVID19Ratesper100K/CountyRates will let you view infection rates in your own county (and neighboring ones, if
your membership attends from a broader area). Note especially the black bar, which is the moving seven-day
average of infections in your area. I am joining with public health advisors and leaders of other church bodies
to encourage you to gather indoors in person only when the rate of infection is lower than 20 per 100,000
people in your area. This gives you a very clear, concise, locally-focused metric to determine how safe it is to
gather.
When you do gather in person, it’s important to remember that gathering outdoors is best (for the remaining
weeks that’s possible), and that when gathering indoors, it’s critical to wear masks, maintain 6 feet of
physical distancing between households, strive for the best possible air circulation, provide for frequent hand
sanitizing, avoid loud shared speaking or singing and take additional precautions--particularly around Holy
Communion--such as those advised in this resource: https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%
20Repository/Returning_to_In-person_Worship.pdf?_ga=2.209058391.415611945.16013974271319797630.1601067664
Perhaps the most important thing to do is to communicate, communicate, communicate. It’s more necessary
now than ever to be clear in sharing education, decisions, and practices with one another. Unpleasant
realities are more endurable when we understand why they exist. Let’s talk—and listen!
We have been wandering in the wilderness of this pandemic for over six months now, and we are all tired of
it. Constant reminders of it are wearing, as are the daily headlines of disagreement and outright conflict in
the culture around us. It’s important to remember that God travels this journey with us and sees that we
have all we need to endure until we make our way out of it. This pandemic will end. We will endure and
thrive once again, through the presence of the one who says “I will never leave you or forsake you.” Be
encouraged.
Finally, a word of continuing, deep thanks for all the ways in which you strive to witness to the world by your
care for and service to others, your unity in the presence of disagreement, your grace in the presence of contention, your generosity in a time of uncertainty, and your faithfulness in all things. I continue to be so
impressed by all we do—all you do—together. The world takes notice. Thank you.
With my continuing prayers for your safety and well-being, and my gratitude to God for you,
Brian D Maas
Bishop

Statistics as of Wednesday, October 28th

COVID-19 Health & Safety Guidelines for Worship at Messiah


Please enter at the main south entrance when attending worship.



Please wear a mask while entering the church. Masks are available at the entrance.



Please use good hand washing practices. Hand sanitizer is available in the narthex.



Offering plates are available in the narthex to be used at your convenience. They will not be
passed during the service.



To maintain recommended social distancing, congregants will be ushered to and from their
seats. Households are asked to sit together.



On communion Sundays, the ushers will hand out pre-packaged communion at the entrance.
Following worship, congregants are asked to take their empty cups with them and dispose of
them as they exit the church.



Congregational hymns may be sung softly, but we ask that you do not remove your mask.



There will not be any organized fellowship in the basement.



If you feel for any reason that you would be putting yourself or others at risk by attending
worship, please stay home. Be safe, be courteous, be well.
We are happy to be worshipping with you all!

The Men’s Bible Study Group is meeting at Messiah Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Bring your Bible and join us! All men are welcome!

PRAYER FOR PEACE
This Is My Song*
This is my song, Oh God of all the nations,
A song of peace for lands afar and mine.
This is my home, the country where my heart is;
Here are my hopes, my dreams, my sacred shrine.
But other hearts in other lands are beating,
With hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.
My country's skies are bluer than the ocean,
And sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine.
But other lands have sunlight too and clover,
And skies are everywhere as blue as mine.
Oh hear my song, oh God of all the nations,
A song of peace for their land and for mine.
This is my prayer, O God of all earth's kingdoms,
Your kingdom come; on earth your will be done.
O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you,
And hearts united learn to live as one.
So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations;
Myself I give you; let your will be done.
*Text: Lloyd Stone, 1912-1993, sts. 1-2; Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974, st. 3

Thanksgiving Eve
Worship Service
November 25th, 2020
6:30 p.m.

Welcome all!

We meet the 2nd Wednesday
of each month at
Farmer’s Daughter Café
at 7:00 am
Come join us November 11th
Good Food & Good Fellowship
All Are Welcome!

IF YOU CANNOT DRIVE TO SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP, Messiah can provide free transport
to and from church. Simply call ACTION CAB AND COURIER (308-381-1010) and tell them to bill
Messiah for your fare.
IF YOU NEED A RIDE to a doctor’s appointment or to the grocery store please call Bob Krohn (308380-6575) or Connie Krohn (381-8234) This is an ongoing ministry from “Faith in Action” / “God’s
Work Our Hands”.
IF YOU NEED SOMEONE TO PICK UP GROCERIES OR SUPPLIES, please call the Messiah
Church office, and we will send someone to drop them off at your door.
THE BULLETIN CHART FOR 2020 is posted on the west wall of the narthex, just before you enter
the Sanctuary. Anyone can sign up to give bulletins on a Sunday, to be dedicated in honor or in
memory of someone. The cost is $15.50.
THE CHRIST IN OUR HOME DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the 4th quarter are available by the
doors to the Sanctuary, for anyone who would like to take a copy home.
PRAYER REQUESTS: If you know someone you would like to put on the prayer chain, please call
the church office (308-382-3471). Thank you!

OFFICE HOURS
Monday—Thursday 8:30-4:00, Friday 8:30-12:00
The church doors may be locked during office hours.
Just knock at the north doors or press the button at the south doors,
and someone will let you in.

Coat Drive Begins
November 14th
We are so thankful for your donations of men’s and women’s coats!
Messiah’s Coat Drive will take place during the Saturday Supper
serving hour (3:00-4:00 p.m.) beginning on November 14th, and
continuing until we run out of coats.

Thank you for your generosity!

Messiah Lutheran Church
Grand Island, NE 68801
308-382-3471

Gifts of Hope
Collecting Donations for

Cold Medicine
&
Washable Toys
There will be a box labeled “Gifts of Hope”
in the narthex through November 29th.
Thank You for Your Generosity!

YOUTH / FAITH FORMATION
November 2020
Thank you to the youth and adults who have participated in our two new outreach programs that
started on October 11th. We are keeping the health of all our youth in mind and not meeting in
person. Faith 5 will be our “Sunday School” as of right now. I do invite ALL AGES to the zoom call.
Faith 5:
This program is designed for ALL AGES and will focus on:
*Highs for the week
*Lows for the week
*A Bible verse & how that verse relates to us
*Praying for one another
*Blessing one another
The Zoom call for this program will happen on Sunday evenings from 7:00-7:45pm. Please give your
email address to Courtney or the church office, so you and your youth will be able to get on the call.
Faith Lens:
This program is designed for our middle/high school youth who want the challenge of connecting
world events with the Bible and their faith. We will meet on the second Sunday of the month. Our
next meeting will be November 8th at 11:30 a.m. Location to be emailed out. I am still looking for a
big enough space to hold our group and comply with COVID social distancing guidelines. If you
have any suggestions, please email me & let me know.
Blessings, Courtney

Messiah Women
On Thursday, October 15th, WELCA met at 1:00 p.m. Seven members were present.
The Bible lesson was from the “Gather” magazine. This lesson was the second session of a three
part series, and was entitled “The Holy “Now”’—recognizing and responding to God’s Kairos. The
series looks at the ways we respond to God’s presence in the past, present, and future—how we
live out our faith in relationship to “Holy Memory” (September session), “The Holy Now”, and “The
Holy Future” (November session). Kairos is a Greek word which literally means “opportunity”. We
use it to refer to well-timed moments when a decision needs to be made, action needs to be taken,
and a conversion and transformation take place. Maybe we are living in that sort of time right now.
After the Bible lesson, we held our business meeting. We were all handed an updated copy of the
2020-2021 yearbook. Betty Rother thanked all those who have helped this year by making quilts
and helping with health, school, and sewing kits. She will give a report next meeting on our total kits
and whether we still need any supplies. Alice Elstermeier gave the Treasurer’s Report. The
beginning balance was $422.63 and collections came to $19, leaving a balance of $441.63. We
received a thank you from Saturday Suppers and from the Salvation Army food bank for our
donations. We all turned in our personal collections for Katie’s Fund, and will have a detailed report
next month. We received two bids on the ice machine—one for $30 and one for $50. We accepted
the larger bid and deposited the funds into Messiah’s General Funds.
There will be a virtual Autumn retreat Monday October 26 th through Wednesday, October 28th. Our
next meeting will be November 19th at 1:00 pm. Judy Mettenbrink was our hostess today and
served a delicious chocolate dessert. Wishing everyone a safe and blessed month. See you in
November.
Respectfully submitted, Lorraine Jensen—Secretary

Treasurer's Report
Messiah Lutheran Church
September for Fiscal Year 2020
Responsibility: All
Fund: 01 - General Fund
September
Actual
Income
01. Weekly Offerings
02. Special Service
03. Cash Reserved Used
Total Income

$
$
$
$

Expense
01. Mission Share
02. Building & Property
03. Facility Operation
04. Worship
05. Learning
06. Witness
07. Service
08. Stewardship
09. Administration
10. Pastoral
11. Family Life/Youth Ministry
Recon. Discrepancy
Total Expenses
Income Less Expense

$

Year to Date
Actual

Year to Date
Budget

20,796.90
4,524.51
25,321.41

$ 154,768.45
$
$ (10,603.75)
$ 144,164.70

0.00

0.00

$939.85
$51.74
$11,929.09
$1,227.37
$114.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$3,287.72
$7,274.65
$496.99
$0.00
$25,321.41

$7,638.53
$3,915.47
$34,731.65
$7,465.72
$342.00
$339.16
$98.60
$724.94
$27,383.44
$55,887.53
$5,643.66
-$6.00
$144,164.70

$12,000.00
$12,000.00
$53,250.00
$10,537.00
$2,170.00
$900.00
$3,350.00
$775.00
$39,442.00
$93,023.00
$8,264.00

$4,361.47
$8,084.53
$18,518.35
$3,071.28
$1,828.00
$560.84
$3,251.40
$50.06
$12,058.56
$37,135.47
$2,620.34
$6.00
$91,546.30

0.00

Beginning balance of cash reserve 01/01/20
Plus year to date net income
Ending balance of cash reserve 09/30/2020

$

Remaining
Budget

$235,711.00

-

$132,239.38
$10,603.75
$142,843.13

UNIFIED OFFERINGS YEAR TO DATE REPORT
Through September 30, 2020 (39 weeks):
Unified Fund Offerings Weekly Average
Unified Fund Offerings Needed Weekly to Year End
September 2020 Finances
Unified Offerings
$20,796.90
Less Expenses
$25,321.41
Net Loss
$(4,524.51)

$
$

3,968.81
6,225.18

MESSIAH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
122 W. 7th Street, Grand Island, NE 68801-4323
OFFICE HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30-4:00, Friday 8:30 to Noon
Web Site: www.messiahgi.org
Email: messiah@gionline.net
Office Phone: 308-382-3471
Shared Ministry: Messiah Lutheran
St. Stephen’s Episcopal
Saturday Suppers served 4:30-5:30
REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Military and Families: Gabe Rother, Levi Schutz,
Tim Gregory
Tiffany Square: Leola Gosda, Lois Helgason,
Primrose: Myrtle Raile, Marge Roberts, Darlene
Schultz
Riverside Lodge: Helen Boysen, Sylvia Happold,
Art & Gerri Stelk,
Heritage at Sagewood: Victor Gosda, Dan & Lois
Niemoth, Ron Rockwell
Lebensraum: Joan Head, Ellen Schritt
* * * * *
OFFICE HOURS
Monday—Thursday 8:30-4:00
Friday 8:30-12:00
The church doors may be locked during office
hours. Just knock at the north doors
or press the button at the south doors,
and someone will let you in.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday Morning Worship: 8:30AM at Messiah
Coffee Fellowship: 9:30AM
Youth Forum, Adult Bible Study: 9:40 AM
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:00AM at St. Stephen’s
Sandwich Sunday: 11:30 am at St. Stephen’s

MESSIAH STAFF
Shared Ministry: Messiah Evangelical Lutheran
St. Stephen’s Episcopal
Director of Family Life Ministry: Courtney Berg
Parish Administrator: Laura Gregory
Finances: Gary Phillips Bookkeeping Service
Custodian: Lorraine Jensen
Organists: Jared Hansen & Lorraine Kohtz
Wedding Coordinator: Lorraine Kohtz
COUNCIL
Erich Fruehling: President, Personnel,
Endowment
Jill Lenners: VP, Outreach
Brenda Kucera: Secretary, Social Ministry,
Scholarship
Jim Elrod: Christian Education
Alice Elstermeier: Memorial, Worship & Music
Jim Fandry: Property
Rick Stueven: Property

MEMBERSHIP UPDATES—If you have changed phone numbers, email
address, etc., please let the church office know. We want to keep this
information current so we can stay in touch with you all.
*DEADLINE for bulletin announcements is Thursday morning each week.
*DEADLINE for the Messenger is the 20th of each month!
*COMMITTEES WILL MEET the 1st Tuesday of each month.
*CHURCH COUNCIL WILL MEET the 2nd Monday of each month.
*BAPTISMS are to be scheduled with a pastor.
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1:
2:
4:
6:
8:
9:
10:
11:
12:
13:
15:
17:
18:
20:
22:
23:
24:
25:
29:
30:

Paxton Harder
Cork Dammann
Donna Callihan
Zachary Kneale, Lana Myers
Rick Niedfelt
Patty Hausmann
Abbey Kneale
Doug Tank, Marilyn Williamson, Kim Zarek, Bob Lenners
Samantha Harvey, Spencer Staroscik
LaDonna Cool, Shelley Schroeder
Beth Lilley
Edith Callihan
Jim Leschinsky, Janet Cordle
Stacia Rice, John Lilley
Thomas Sanders
Mae Lenners, Brooklyn Harder
Jeff Ostermeier
Tami Obermeier
Bill Freeman, Kristopher Martin
Ron Callihan

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
3:
5:
12:
19:
20:
26:
29:

Norm & Alice Elstermeier
Bob & Mae Lenners
Gerald & Sharon Franzen
James & Sarah Williams
Ivan & Jennifer Hongsermeier
Tom & Sonya Collins
Ron & Winnie Alexander

November

2012
1961
1966
2011
1993
1967
1975

