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MESSENGER 
 

MISSION: “Share God’s Love with All People” 
 

September 2020 

Pastor’s Message 
 

“Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, 
our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him 

who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
Lutheran Book of Worship, Setting One Offertory Prayer 

 

Dear Messiah and St. Stephen’s family, 
 
The offertory prayer printed above from the Lutheran Book of Worship has been formative 
for my faith. There is a cadence and rhythm to this prayer that my home congregation         
instinctively knew as we recited the prayer together before Holy Communion. This prayer has 
also formed my understanding of Christian stewardship. Everything is a gift from God. We are 
stewards of everything that God has entrusted to our care. This includes our bodies, the time 
in each day, and our material possessions. Stewardship is a daily act of worship, expressing 
the faith God has given us and a way of growing in relationship with God. Stewardship is 
about all of life--about giving ourselves to God, and using all that God has given us in grateful 
ways. Stewardship is the way of life for people who belong to God.  
 
The current pandemic has challenged my stewardship in all aspects of life—finding new ways 
of nurturing relationships with friends and family near and far; in-person pastoral visits 
changed to electronic Zoom meetings or phone conversations through windows; and          
discovering new ways of daily living thru social distancing guidelines.   
 
Yet, in the midst of this pandemic, the God of abundance continues to bless us and lead us to 
wisely steward everything that God has entrusted to us. As congregations we will continue to 
share God’s bounteous gifts and manage them for the best promotion of God’s purposes in 
the world. It is in grateful response to God and through faith in Jesus Christ that we steward 
the gifts of God to renew and bless the entire creation!   
 
Peace be with you! 
Pastor Steven  
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MESSIAH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Congregational Leadership Team Meeting via Zoom 

August 10
th

, 2020—7:00 pm 

Council Highlights… 
 

Present: Erich Fruehling, Alice Elstermeier, Brenda Kucera, Rick Stueven, Jim Elrod, Jim Fandry, 
Pastor Peeler. Absent: Jill Lenners 
 

Call to Order/Agenda Approval: Erich Fruehling called the meeting to order and reviewed the 
agenda. Karen Niedfelt requested that an item under New Business be moved up for review         
following the Financial Report. Brenda Kucera moved to approve the agenda. Second by Rick   
Stueven. Motion Carried.  
 

Devotions: Alice Elstermeier read about the five Purposes for which God created each of us:         
1) Worship, 2) Fellowship, 3) Discipleship, 4) Ministry, and 5) Evangelism.  
 

Prayers and Correspondence: Erich Fruehling raised up prayers for Stu Kucera, Jill’s grandfather 
Neil Bankson, the Berg family, and Tony Giersdorf.    
 

Financial Reports: Karen Niedfelt presented and discussed the financial reports. Highlights: 2020 
began with weekly offerings on target. With the onset of COVID-19, weekly offerings began a sharp 
decline which continues. July unified offerings=$17,526.50 and YTD offerings=$108,125.70, much 
lower than mid-year offerings totals in recent years. Net income was $16,093 but is now $5,052.40 
and the cash reserve balance=$137,291.78 as of July 31; both decrease each month that offerings 
do not cover expenses. Unified offerings will need to average $5,799.59 weekly until year-end to 
meet our budgeted expenses of $235,711. YTD expenses = $103,073.30 through July 31. Jim Elrod 
made a motion to approve the Financial Reports. Second by Rick Stueven. Carried. We discussed 
why offerings are down, and ways to keep members informed about church financial needs. Rick 
Stueven made a motion to send out a stewardship letter to the congregation. Second by Brenda 
Kucera. Carried.  
 

Karen presented information on the Messiah Scholarship funds distribution. Erich Fruehling made a 
motion to pay scholarships to Morgann and Miranda Pospisil upon receipt of their proof of payment 
of tuition and/or room and board as recommended by the endowment committee—and to amend the 
scholarship guidelines accordingly. Second by Brenda Kucera. Carried. 
 

Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministries (NLOM) sent a letter to Messiah requesting our support of a 
$2,500 grant to assist in sustaining NLOM’s operations after a dismal 2020. Karen reported that the 
endowment committee was able to find funding for this grant. Alice Elstermeier made a motion that 
we proceed on the recommendation of the endowment committee. Second by Brenda Kucera.    
Carried. 
 

Committee Reports and Action Requests: Reports were reviewed. 
 

Staff & Office Reports: Reports were reviewed. 
 

Old Business: 
 Rick Stueven gave an update on the on-going repairs to the church. He continues to work with 

the contactor and insurance company. 
 Erich Fruehling reminded council to be mindful of the goals we set earlier this year, so that when 

the time is right we’ll be ready to move forward toward these goals. 
 There’s a group meeting every 2 weeks to organize a committee of directors for Saturday      

Suppers to streamline the weekly preparation, serving, and delivery of meals for 400-600 people 
in a manner that is sustainable.  



MESSIAH EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Congregational Leadership Team Meeting via Zoom 

August 10
th

, 2020—7:00 pm 

New Business 
 

 Jim Elrod applied for a grant that was made available through the CARES Act, and will be       
receiving $75,000 on behalf of the church, to be used to help people in a number of different  
categories, including Technology, housing, financial assistance, etc. Those in need will need to 
submit their request and qualify for funding from this grant. There was discussion around the 
need for careful handling of this money for audit purposes. Eric Fruehling made a motion, which 
was seconded by Brenda and carried, that Messiah Church Council   accept the responsibility for 
accounting and distribution of the approved $75,000 from the CARES Act. Jim Elrod is the paid 
executive tasked with overseeing the funds distribution. 

 God’s Work Our Hands is September 13
th
. The Social  Ministry committee would like to organize 

a get-together for Messiah members to come to the church, enjoy some ice cream treats, and 
socialize. Bring your lawn chairs. Those who are able can pull weeds in the parking lot, church 
yard and parsonage.    

 

Next Regular Council Meeting: Monday, September 14
th
 at 7:00 pm. Pastor Peeler volunteered for 

devotions.  
 

Adjournment / Lord’s Prayer: Following the Lord’s   Prayer, the meeting was adjourned.  
 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Brenda Kucera 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 
 

Be Still, My Soul* 
 

   1. Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side. 
    Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain. 
    Leave to thy God to order and provide; 
    In every change, He faithful will remain. 
    Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heav’nly Friend 
    Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
 
   2. Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake 
    To guide the future, as He has the past. 
    Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake; 
    All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
    Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know 
    His voice Who ruled them while He dwelt below. 
 
   3. Be still, my soul: the hour is hast’ning on 
    When we shall be forever with the Lord. 
    When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
    Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 
    Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past 
    All safe and blessed we shall meet at last.  
 
*Text: Katharina von Schlegel, 1752; tr. Jane Borthwick, 1855 



 

SATURDAY SUPPERS  
“Those who refresh others will themselves be refreshed.” Proverbs 11:25 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church opens the door for a free meal every Saturday, 3:00-4:30 PM. 
 

Our Saturday Supper program continues to run with the implementation of certain safety             
precautions. Beginning at 3:00 p.m. and continuing until 4:30 p.m., volunteers are handing out 
meals to go and delivering meals to the homebound. Updates will be posted on Messiah’s           
Facebook page.  
 
Your Contribution 
Thank you to all of our volunteers. Your help makes this ministry possible. We will always welcome 
more volunteers, to either help serve at the church or deliver to the homebound each Saturday. This 
ministry also relies on monetary donations, which provide for a substantial part of the meal. If you 
would like to donate, just mark your donation “Saturday Suppers.” Information about the annual coat 
drive will follow next month. 
 

Saturday Suppers is currently accepting the following items: 
 

Plastic Bags 
Egg Cartons 

Twist Ties 
 

Saturday Suppers is NOT accepting clothes or miscellaneous items at this time. We do not 
currently need (or have the storage space for) these items. 

 

No Adult Clothing 
No Children’s Clothing 

No Shoes 
No Miscellaneous Items 

 
St Francis Medical Center, Super Saver (both stores), Panera Bread, Hiland Dairy, Hy-Vee, 
Big Apple Bagels—We are so grateful to these local businesses for providing supplies for the 
meals. These supplies, along with your monetary contributions, make take-out meals possible. 
 
Thank you to our regular volunteers, 
 Captains: Jim & Janice Elrod 
 Hosts: 5th Saturday—Courtney Berg and the youth. 
 Clean Up: Richard Lorance 

 

Thanks be to God—and thanks to all who support Saturday Suppers! 



 
IF YOU CANNOT DRIVE TO SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP, Messiah provides free                   
transportation to and from church. Simply call ACTION CAB AND COURIER (308-
381-1010) and tell them to bill Messiah for your fare. 
 
IF YOU NEED A RIDE to a doctor’s appointment or to the grocery store please call 
Bob Krohn (308-380-6575) or Connie Krohn (381-8234) This is an ongoing ministry 
from “Faith in Action”/ “God’s Work Our Hands”. 
 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE SOMEONE TO PICK UP GROCERIES OR SUPPLIES, 
please call the  Messiah Church office, and we will send someone to drop them off at 
your door. 

 
 
MESSIAH SINGERS typically rehearse at 8:00 am and 
sing during 8:30 Worship on the 1

st
 and 4

th
 Sundays of 

every month. Anyone who loves to sing is welcome! They 
will not meet in September 
 
 

THE BULLETIN CHART FOR 2020 is posted on the west wall of the narthex, just  
before you enter the Sanctuary. Anyone can sign up to give bulletins on a Sunday, to 
be dedicated in honor or in memory of someone. The cost is $15.50. 
 
THE CHRIST IN OUR HOME DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS for the 3

rd
 quarter are 

available by the doors to the Sanctuary, for anyone who would like to take a copy 
home.  
 
PRAYER REQUESTS: If you know someone you would like to put on the prayer 
chain, please call the church office (308-382-3471). Thank you!  
 
 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday—Thursday 8:30-3:30, Friday 8:30-12:00 

The church doors may be locked during office hours.  
Just knock at the north doors or press the button at the south doors,  

and someone will let you in.  
 
 
 
 



The Men’s Bible Study Group is meeting at Messiah  Wednesdays at 7:00 PM 
Bring your Bible and join us! All men are welcome! 

  

We meet the 2nd Wednesday 

of each month at 

Farmer’s Daughter Café 

at 7:00 am 
 

Come join us September 9th  

Good Food & Good Fellowship 

All Are Welcome! 

 

 

Ice Cream Social 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, September 13th  

12:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m. 
Messiah Lutheran Church 

Front Lawn 
Bring your own lawn chair.  

 

No Agenda 
Just Eating Treats, Hanging Out, Pulling Weeds  

 

Hosted by the Outreach/Social Committee for  
God’s Work, Our Hands 



 

COVID-19 Health & Safety Guidelines  
for Worship at Messiah 

 
Welcome back, everyone! 

 
 Please enter at the main south entrance when attending worship. 
 
 Please wear a mask while entering the church. If you do not have one, 

masks are available at the entrance.  
 
 Please use good hand washing practices. Hand sanitizer is available in 

the narthex. 
 
 Offering plates are available in the narthex to be used at your           

convenience. They will not be passed during the service. 
 
 To maintain recommended social distancing, congregants will be      

ushered to and from designated seats. Households are asked to sit     
together.  

 
 On communion Sundays, the ushers will hand out pre-packaged     

communion at the entrance. Following worship, congregants are asked 
to take their empty cups with them and dispose of them as they exit the 
church. 

 
 There will be no congregational singing or responsive readings during 

the service.  
 
 There will not be any organized fellowship in the basement.   
 
 If you or anyone in your household is experiencing a fever or cough, or 

if you feel for any reason that you would be putting yourself or others at 
risk by attending worship, please stay home. Be safe, be courteous, be 
well. 

 
We are happy to be worshipping with you all again! 



 

Messiah Women 
 

On Thursday, August 20, 2020 the women of the ELCA met in the Fellowship Hall. 
There we could spread out according to social distancing guidelines. It felt good to 
spend some time together    studying the lesson, have our business meeting, and  
visit. We had not met together since February. 
 
Our Bible lesson this month, taken from the Gather magazine, was session three of 
the series “Just Love.” We took turns reading the Bible verses and had some         
discussion. This lesson coincides with what is happening in our country at the       
present time. 
 
After the lesson, we had our business meeting. We had eight ladies present. After 
purchasing stamps and greeting cards, our final balance is $565.63. After much     
discussion , we decide to give Salvation Army and Saturday Suppers each $100. 
Cathie Cure made the motion and Kathy Leschinsky seconded it. Carried. Myrna   
Davis (our group correspondent) has sent birthday and sympathy cards, and many 
cards for other occasions, during the past several months. 
 
We need to make up our new book for the upcoming year. We discussed what we 
need to work on during the coming year. We chose new officers: President, Cathie 
Cure; VP, Judy Mettenbrink; Secretary, Lorraine Jensen; Treasurer, Alice Elstermeier. 
 
At present, we still cannot visit Lebensraum to play Bingo or do other activities. We 
can visit  their website and click on “Activity Director” to see how their residents are 
keeping busy during lockdown. 
 
Gracious God, you are with us in birth and in death and in all the days in between. 
Strengthen our hearts with your holy word so that, empowered by your strength and 
purpose, we might transform places of suffering into places of hope, and seek your 
vision of “just love” for all people. Amen. 
 
I hope everyone has a good month and stays healthy. God’s blessings!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lorraine Jensen, Secretary 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear [Messiah], 
  
Thank you for opening your doors for our community health screening in your community. It is      
because of your generosity that Life Line Screening continues to be able to bring these health 
screenings into your area and for that, we are very appreciative. 
  
We look forward to working together again! 
   
We appreciate all your help and support with hosting this community outreach event. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Brenda Clark 
Life Line Screening 
 
*Message to Laura Gregory. 6 August 2020. Email. 

School Kits 
 

 Four spiral notebooks (70 sheets, wide or 

college ruled paper, about 8” x 10 ½”, no 

loose leaf paper.) 

 One 30-cm ruler  

 One pencil sharpener 

 One box of 24 crayons 

 One Pink Pearl eraser 

 One sturdy, drawstring cloth bag with 

shoulder straps, approx. 14”x 17” (no  

standard backpacks) 

Sewing Kits 
 

 Two 3 yard lengths of cotton or cotton 

blend, solid or print material 

 1-2 spools of matching thread 

 

Wrap all sewing items in the fabric  

and tie it securely. 

WELCA is Collecting Kits for Lutheran World Relief: 
Drop Box Available in the Narthex 

Thanks to your generous donations, we do not need any more supplies 

 for health kits this year. Thank You!  

Thank You! 
 

Thank you for the prayers, cards, and phone calls when I came 
home from my surgery. They were very much appreciated. 

 

~Gary Tank 



  Treasurer's Report   

  Messiah Lutheran Church   

  July for Fiscal Year 2020   

  Responsibility: All   

  Fund: 01 - General Fund   

      

  July Actual 
Year to Date 

Actual 
Year to Date 

Budget 

Remaining 
Budget 

Income      

01. Weekly Offerings  $   17,526.50  $ 108,125.70   

02. Special Service  $                  -  $                  -   

03. Cash Reserved Used  $        312.90  $    (5,052.40)   

 Total Income  $   17,839.40  $ 103,073.30 0.00 0.00 

Expense     

01. Mission Share $876.33 $5,406.38 $12,000.00 $6,593.62 

02. Building & Property $1,107.35 $3,605.99 $12,000.00 $8,394.01 

03. Facility Operation $2,771.93 $19,687.18 $53,250.00 $33,562.82 

04. Worship $773.25 $5,502.44 $10,537.00 $5,034.56 

05. Learning $0.00 $228.00 $2,170.00 $1,942.00 

06. Witness $0.00 $339.16 $900.00 $560.84 

07. Service $0.00 $98.60 $3,350.00 $3,251.40 

08. Stewardship $724.94 $724.94 $775.00 $50.06 

09. Administration $3,112.57 $21,629.36 $39,442.00 $17,812.64 

10. Pastoral $7,423.89 $41,201.57 $93,023.00 $51,821.43 

11. Family Life/Youth Ministry $1,049.14 $4,649.68 $8,264.00 $3,614.32 

 Total Expenses $17,839.40 $103,073.30 $235,711.00 

$132,637.7
0 

      

 Income Less Expense  $            0.00  $             0.00     

      

Beginning balance of cash reserve 01/01/20 $132,239.38   

Plus year to date net income $5,052.40   

Ending balance of cash reserve 07/31/2020 $137,291.78   

      

UNIFIED OFFERINGS YEAR TO DATE REPORT 

Through July 31, 2020 (30 weeks): 

      

  Unified Fund Offerings Weekly Average   $     3,604.00 

  Unified Fund Offerings Needed Weekly to Year End  $     6,029.00 

      

   JULY 2020 FINANCES    

   Unified Offerings  $ 17,526.50    

   Less Expenses  $ 17,839.40    

   Net Loss  $   (312.90)    



 

 
 
 
 
Web Site: www.messiahgi.org  
Email: messiah@gionline.net  
Office Phone: 308-382-3471  
Shared Ministry: Messiah Lutheran  
St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Saturday Suppers served 4:30-5:30 

 
 
 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday Morning Worship: 8:30AM at Messiah 
Coffee Fellowship: 9:30AM 
Youth Forum, Adult Bible Study: 9:40 AM  
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:00AM at St. Stephen’s 
Sandwich Sunday: 11:30 am at St. Stephen’s 

 
REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

 
Military and Families: Gabe Rother, Levi Schutz, 
Tim Gregory 
Tiffany Square: Leola Gosda, Lois Helgason,    
Primrose: Myrtle Raile, Marge Roberts, Darlene 
Schultz 
Riverside Lodge: Helen Boysen, Sylvia Happold, 
Art & Gerri Stelk,  
Heritage at Sagewood: Victor Gosda, Dan & Lois 
Niemoth, Ron Rockwell 
Lebensraum: Joan Head, Ellen Schritt 
 

*  *  *  *  * 
OFFICE HOURS 

Monday—Thursday 8:30-3:30,  
Friday 8:30-12:00 

The church doors may be locked  
during office hours.  

Just knock at the north doors  
or press the button at the south doors,  

and someone will let you in.  
 
 
 
 

 
MESSIAH STAFF 

 
Shared Ministry: Messiah Evangelical Lutheran 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Director of Family Life Ministry: Courtney Berg 
Parish Administrator: Laura Gregory 
Finances: Gary Phillips Bookkeeping Service 
Custodian: Lorraine Jensen 
Organists: Jared Hansen & Lorraine Kohtz  
Wedding Coordinator: Lorraine Kohtz 
 

COUNCIL 
 

Erich Fruehling: President, Personnel,            
Endowment 
Jill Lenners: VP, Outreach  
Brenda Kucera: Secretary, Social Ministry, 
Scholarship 
Jim Elrod: Christian Education 
Alice Elstermeier: Memorial 
Jim Fandry: Property 
Rick Stueven: Property 

M E S S I A H  E V A N G E L I C A L   L U T H E R A N   C H U R C H   
122 W. 7th Street, Grand Island, NE 68801-4323 

OFFICE HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30-4:00, Friday 8:30 to Noon 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATES—If you have changed phone numbers, email 
address, etc., please let the church office know. We want to keep this 
information current so we can stay in touch with you all. 

*DEADLINE for bulletin announcements is Thursday morning each week. 
*DEADLINE for the Messenger is the 20

th
 of each month! 

*COMMITTEES WILL MEET the 1
st 

Tuesday of each month.  
*CHURCH COUNCIL WILL MEET the 2

nd
 Monday of each month.  

*BAPTISMS are to be scheduled with a pastor. 



SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

  1:  Tom Bornemeier, Cory Lenners 

  2:  Clay Harmon, Gabe Harmon, Shandi Hartwig 

  4:  Myrna Petzoldt, Kristen Cochnar 

  5:  Lance Lorenzen, Broc Wagner 

  7:  Dennis Harder, Colby Collins 

  8:  Kamie Myers 

  9:  Steve Kjar, Lois Niemoth 

10:  Annette Davis, Michael Stoppkotte, Andrea Pederson 

13:  Ralph Engelhardt, Mike Calhoon 

14:  Eileen English, Cathie Cure 

15:  Steven Berg, Sharon Horst 

18:  Sharolyn Moss, Karen Niedfelt 

19:  Luke Hannon, Lauren Anderson 

20:  Roger Schleicher 

21:  Joseph Cochnar, Addison Cochnar, Blakely Hartwig, 

       Isabel Anderson 

22:  Carolyn Urbom 

24:  Breann Baker, Eli Anson 

25:  Connie Krohn, Mitch Miles 

28    Kayla Cochnar 

30: Karen Beckmann 

 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 4:   Ron & Donna Callihan              1971 

       James & Janice Elrod               2004 

 6:   Gary and Shelly Ostermeier              2014 

 9:   Branden & Jordanne McNeff              2017 

11:  Jerry & Susan Shalberg              1965 

13:  Bob & Connie Krohn               1959 

14:  Steve & Shelley Schroeder              1991 

18:  Jay & Melissa Anderson              1999 

24:  Cork & Sandra Dammann              1961 

26:  Mike & Patty Calhoon              1981 

       Tony & Julie Trautman               1985 

30:  John & Renee Herman              1978 

 

 

 
 

 

 September 

September 2020 

MESSENGER FROM MESSIAH 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

122 W. 7th Street 

Grand Island, NE 68801-4323 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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