
16 Pentecost 
 
 

 
 

The last will be first and the first will be last. 
MATTHEW 20:16



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2020—16 PENTECOST 
 

WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PRELUDE 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

P. Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and 
 all of creation. 
C. Amen. 
 

P. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 Faithful God, 
C. have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
 We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on 
 one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of 
 our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast 
 away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

P. God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and 
 resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your 

 sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom 
 and newness to do God’s work in the world. Amen.  
 

GATHERING HYMN #733 ELW—Played, Not Sung 
 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY              Assistant Minister 
A. Let us pray... Almighty and eternal God 
C. you show perpetual loving kindness to us your servants. Because we cannot rely on 
 our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the 
 generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10—4:11            Assistant Minister 
10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, 
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and 
he did not do it. 
 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the 
LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is 
why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3And 
now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4And 
the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat 
down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, 
waiting to see what would become of the city. 



 6The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade 
over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 
7But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so 
that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat 
down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is 
better for me to die than to live.” 
 9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, 
“Yes, angry enough to die.” 10Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for 
which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and 
perished in a night. 11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in 
which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their 
right hand from their left, and also many animals?” 
 

A. Word of God, word of life. C. Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 145:1-8 
1I will exalt you, my God and king, 
 and bless your name forever and ever. 
2Every day will I bless you 
 and praise your name forever and ever. 
3Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! 
 There is no end to your greatness. 
4One generation shall praise your works to another 
 and shall declare your power. 
5I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 
 and all your marvelous works. 
6They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 
 and I will recount your greatness. 
7They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 
 they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 
8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 

A. Word of God, word of life. C. Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30 
21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 
labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my 
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to remain in the flesh is 
more necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may share abundantly 
in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 



 27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I 
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm 
in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in no 
way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of 
your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29For he has graciously granted you the privilege not 
only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—30since you are having the same 
struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 

A. Word of God, word of life. C. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16        Pastor Steven Peeler 
P. The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 20th chapter. 
C. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for 
the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine 
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go 
into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went out 
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he 
went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing 
here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You 
also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going 
to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual 
daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of 
them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled 
against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he 
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the 
usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same 
as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are 
you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 

P. The Gospel of the Lord. 
C. Praise to you, O Christ 
 
MESSAGE           Pastor Steven Peeler 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY #358 ELW—Played Not Sung 
 “Great God, Your Love Has Called Us” 
 
 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED               Assistant Minister 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
OFFERING  
OFFERTORY 
 
Prayers of Intercession              Assistant Minister 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world; 
make it a place of welcome. Strengthen our faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools, 
confirmation classes and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and growth. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have compassion 
on your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we look to 
you to heal, renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our 
hearts when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience and 
wisdom. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 



Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who are 
oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound by 
debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Bless and 
nurture all who are suffering and in need—especially Lois Mae Helgason, Gloria Maisch, 
Clair Wilson, Bob Happold, Myrna Petzoldt, Michelle Lindsay, Joan Head, Marilyn 
Williamson, Bonnie Larsen, and Jacey Yarns. We pray also for those we name aloud or 
silently in our hearts. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues when we 
are tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a 
community of mercy for one another and for all our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who have 
showed us faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues 
that taught us to praise you. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE   p. 152 ELW            Assistant Minister 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   p. 152 ELW 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. 
Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through 
Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P. In the night in which He was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
 
 



 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 And gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 Shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace 
 and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with 
 hope for his coming again. 
 

 Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word 
 take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on 
 earth. 
 

 All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of 
 the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
THE LORD’S PRAYER              Assistant Minister 
P. Gathered into one body by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
 done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
 trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
 the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
SHARING OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
BLESSING           Pastor Steven Peeler 

P. Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way 
 of truth and life. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN #537 ELW—Played, Not Sung 
 “On Our Way Rejoicing” 
 
SENDING           Pastor Steven Peeler 
P. Go in peace. Remember the poor. C. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The bulletins are given to the glory of God by Jay & Melissa Anderson. 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday, Connie! 
The family of Connie Krohn is hosting a card shower in honor of  

Connie's 80th Birthday 
Friday, September 25th, 2020 

Cards can be mailed to Connie at 
502 East Prairie Road 

Grand Island, NE 68803 
 
 
 

The family of Joel Witt thanks all who have expressed support by means of cards, visits, 
food, phone calls, and memorials. Pastor Steven Peeler will be officiating at a Celebration 
of Life Memorial Service, planned for 1-4 p.m. on Sunday, September 27th at the  

Alda Community Center 
6410 W Hwy 30,  
Alda, NE  68810.  

A brief service will be held at 1:30 with lunch to follow. 
Clair and Judy (Witt) Wilson  
Ryan and Whitney Witt   

 
 
 

Goodbye and Godspeed, Shirley! 
Today is Shirley Brodman’s last Sunday with us here at Messiah.  

We thank God for Shirley and for the blessing she has been to this congregation.  
We pray for her safety in travel, and for every blessing  

as she makes her new home in Brighton, Michigan. 

Worship Ministers – 8:30 AM 
Asst. Minister: Greg Tatro 
Altar Guild: Karla Fandry 
Projector Tech: Deven Martinez 
Sound/ Video: Carolyn Urbom 
Organist: Jared Hansen 



 
 
 
 Sunday, September 20, 2020 
 8:30—Worship & Communion (available online at www.messiahgi.org) 
 10:00—St. Stephen’s Online Worship 
 Monday, September 21, 2020 
 9:00—Sew Quilts 
 Tuesday, September 22, 2020 
 7:00—Chrysalis Board Meeting in Fellowship Hall 
 Wednesday, September 23, 2020 
 7:00 p.m.—Men’s Group Bible Study meets at Messiah 
 Thursday, September 24, 2020 
 8:45—Volunteers assemble Messenger for mailing 
 3:45-6:00—Volunteers serve meal at Salvation Army 
 Friday, September 25, 2020 
 Office Closes at Noon 
 Saturday, September 26, 2020 
 3:00—Saturday Supper, TO GO ONLY 
 Sunday, September 27, 2020 
 8:30—Worship (available online at www.messiahgi.org) 
 10:00—St. Stephen’s Online Worship 

 
 
 
 
 

SATURDAY SUPPERS 3:00-4:30 
Captains—Jim and Janice Elrod,  

5th Saturday—Courtney Berg and the youth.  
To Donate, simply mark your gift “Saturday Supper.”   

To Volunteer, sign the sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall downstairs. 
412 guests 510 servings on September 12th 

ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS – September 6, 14 Pentecost 
   ATTENDANCE  UNIFIED OFFERING 
Attendance Last Week:  52   $1,848.50 
AVERAGE TO DATE 2020: 73 
AVERAGE TO DATE 2019: 87 

http://www.messiahgi.org/
http://www.messiahgi.org/

